
Bringing food waste back to the pigs

Crop Miscellaneous

-

Application area Food & feed

Status Research stage

https://www.bioboost-platform.com/initiatives/bringing-food-waste-back-to-the-pigs/


Description

Agriculture has changed a lot in the last 50 years. Today, 36% of world crops are used to feed livestock, not 

people. Meanwhile, animal-based foods (meat and dairy) only deliver 12% of the world’s food calories. In 

2010, the British livestock industry required an area the size of Yorkshire to produce the soy used in feed – the 

increasing demand for soy has devastating effects for land in the precious Amazon. This is why we want to 

return to the common-sense approach of feeding food waste to pigs.

The Pig Idea’s vision for a sustainable global food system is a world where:

•

•

•

There are no compromises on animal welfare

Not a single tree is felled to make way for livestock grazing or feed crop land

The use of agricultural land is determined by best yield in nutritional terms and lowest environmental 

impact

To achieve this vision we must bring the traditional practice of feeding food waste to pigs into the 21st century 

and lift the current ban. Our research shows that we can feed food waste to pigs and chickens safely and that 

this practice is beneficial for farmers and the environment.

Pros and cons

Resources

https://feedbackglobal.org/campaigns/pig-idea/ Initiative website

REFRESH WP3 Policy Brief Animal Feed Final Report

Circular economy

Upgrading of residual flows

Spread awareness of the food waste issue

Legislation

https://feedbackglobal.org/campaigns/pig-idea/
https://www.bioboost-platform.com/media/deppp100/refresh-wp3-policy-brief-animal-feed-final.pdf
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